PRESIDENT CARTER has
mobilised the forces of the
American Federal state to

rtrytobreakthestrikebyﬁ

160 800 organised

* the Appalachian coalfields.
He has invoked the hated

1947 Taft-Hartley Act to
order striking miners back
into the pits for an 80-day
‘cooling-off’ period.

* Once the 80-day injunction
is issued later this week,
Federal food stamps to strik-
ers — who get no strike pay
— will be cut off.

The attempt to starve out
the miners will be backed up
with criminal and civil pro-
ceedings against ‘‘a large
number of individuals”,
distraint of local and nat-
ional union funds, and arrest
of defiant pickets and rank
and file leaders for contempt

At the same time, the use
of troops and police to move
scab coal will be stepped up.

After three months on
strike, the miners now face a
desperate and bloody strugg-
le for survival.

The strike was provoked
by the coal owners, who
hoped to weaken the miners
and impose their terms: new
shift systems and incentive
schemes, abolition of cost-
of-living protection, weaken-
ing of mine safety committ-
ees, penalties for absent-
eeism, and above all the con-
tractual right to fine and
suspend ‘wildcat’ strikers
and sack their ‘ringleaders’
with no right of appeal.

These terms were
by union leader Arnold Mill-
er a month ago, but, under
angry rank and file press-
ure, the contract was thrown
out by the union’s 39-man
bargaining council.

With coal stocks dwindling
and power shortages threat-
ening lay-offs in steel and
car plants, Carter stepped in
two weeks ago. Reluctant
at that stage to risk taking
on the miners, he pressured
the coal bosses to back-

track on parts of their con-
tract. The incentive go-
aheads were taken out, cost-
of-living rises partly re-
stored, and the strike pen-
alties watered down. The
union leadership accepted,
and sent PR teams to the
coalfields to sell the deal.

But last weekend the min-
ers threw it out by more than
two to one [77,900 to 34,000].
Other than a 10% per year
pay rise for the next three
years, the contract gave
them none of their demands
for higher, pensions for old-
er mine:g restoration of
free medlcal services, and
the right to strike over local
grievances [chiefly safety].

The miners are in no mood
to knuckle under and obey

GARTER
DEGLARES WAR

Carter’s instruction. Three
times in its history their un-
ion has defied Taft-Hartley
injunctions, and gone on to
win. Already during this
strike, miners have ignored
dozens of court orders
against picketing.

From this week, a situat-
ion of open class war will be
declared in the 12 coal-
mining states.

On the one side, the unit-
ed bosses of the world bast-
ion of capitalism. Behind the
coal bosses ‘stand power-
ful interests out to make an
example of the coal miners,
lest their victory be an inspir-
ation to American labour.
They wield powerful weap-
ons — the press, the courts
and jails, the cops, the Nat-
ional Guard and ultimately
the army, and unlimited fin-
ancial resources.

On the other side, re-

Longbridge: the
start of a fight back

800 WORKERS at Leyland’s
Longbridge works have start-
ed a fight-back against the
Edwardes job-cuts.

Under the new plan for
Eeyland announced'by chair-
man Michael Edwardes,

“at least 12,500 jobs are due

to go. In Longbridge, man-
agement have announced
that they are axing over 1700
jobs for a start.

The ‘‘de-manning’’ began
on Monday 27th. All over the
factory, men were taken off
the tracks and put into a
‘‘holding pool’’. They are
supposed to remain there,
being used as sick reliefs,
until natural wastage creates
vacancies to slot them back
into.

In several sections there
were outbursts of resistance.
About 200 workers from the
Cabs marched to the Works
Committee office to demand

‘softie ‘adtioh. A Longbridge |

joint shop stéwards’ meeting
has already voted to con-
demn the senior stewards’
backing for the Edwardes
plan — but the Works
Committee remained firmly
on the bosses’ side.

On Thursday, however,
800 workers in the sub-ass-
embly shop in the West
Works voted to refuse to
allow management to move
130 men off the job.

continued page 2

sourceful and solidly united,
160,000 miners who have
already  endured @ three
months with no pay or med-
ical cover.

Labour bureaucrats, who
support the Carter admin-
istration as the TUC support-
ed Callaghan against the
firemen, have given Carter
the go-ahead to use the anti-
union Taft-Hartley Act. But
around the United States,
growing battalions of rank
and file workers are rallying
to the miners, with collect-
ions, rallies, messages of
support. The new stage in
the struggle will bring in
many more on the side of
the strikers; we could see
laid-off workers joining pick-
ets, and sympathy walk-
outs are not ruled out.

This miners’ strike could
be a turning point in Americ-
an labour history, the start

of a new upsurge by the
mortal enemies of US imper-
falism. Workers in this
country can give our help

to the miners’ victory.
Messages of support and
donations will count for a
lot in the coming battle:
get them sent from your
branch, Trades Council, or

national union funds.
Miller has refused to
accept money offered to help

the strikers by the British
miners’ union. Readers who
want to give support could
best send money and mess-
ages from trade wunion
branches to one of the social-
ist organisations in the USA
which is backing the strike,
asking for it to be passed on
to the strikers. The address
of the biggest socialist
paper, ‘The Militant’, is
14 Charles Lane, New York,
NY 10014, USA.
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-an election has been propos-
ed, which is supposed to set
- the country on the road to
independence. =
"-On Tuesday February 28th
SWAPO accepted a proposal
from the five Western mem-
bers of the UN Security
Council (USA, UK, France,
Canada and West Germany)
that the elections be held
with a "token” force of 1,500
South African troops in the
country. Both S.African and
PLAN troops are to be rest-
ricted to base during the

poll. - i ) o
In the past SWAPO al-

_ LONGBRIDGE STRIKE

' AGAINSTTHE
EDWARDES PLAN...
from front page.

' On Mon-
day 6th, in one of the last
operations of the ‘“de-
manning’’ project, manage-
ment ordered the men off the
job. The whole shop stopped
“work, and all 5,000 workers
on the Allegro were laid off
from 2.30pm on Tuesday
7th. '

At a meeting of the strik-
ers on Tuesday, the Works
Committee proposed we go
back. to work and accept
management’s job cuts. We.
refused. : :

To win; this struggle has
got to be spread to the other
sections in Longbridge. No
Joss of jobs, defence of ‘mut-
uality’;, -and work-sharing

.. under workers’ control with

" po loss of pay, should be the
_general slogans. I the boss- -

es win this round, then there

will only be more job cuts,
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Internationat Refations- -and
the British Council ot Church-
@s have recently published a
report by iwo senior church-
men, which exposes the tor-

_ture methods - of the South

. THE GATHOLIC instifite: for:

N

African police. in  Namibia -

(South West Africa). Not sur-
‘prisingly, the report was bann-
ed by the South African

. authorities.

The report contains twelve

sworn statements from-people

who include students, a nurse,
a Lutheran pastor, a farmer
and a village head-man. They
were all tortured at the
Security Police headquarters
at Oshakati. Their statements
are supported by medical
evidence. .

The report also_includes a

more speed-ups, and more
attacks on union organisation
to come. ’

PETE LEYDEN. 7th March.

L & 4 :

ON THURSDAY 2nd, workers on
the Red and Blue shifts in the
Wast Works at Longbridge were
told that they. had tost their lay-
off pay entitiement for the next
three months.

The reason was that they had
taken - unconstitutional action __
namely, an overtime ban.
Management said the procedure
agreement had been broken, but

the procedure says nothing about

overtime being part of your norm-
al work. 4
The West Works have thus be-
come the first Longbridge workers
to sample the benaefits of the new
‘Security of Earnings’ deal. This
deal, with itsnotorious ‘no strike’
penaity ciauses, has been impos-
od- on' Leyland ‘workers despite

ence of 10

~The police methods include
slectric -shocks to. the head,
hips and genitals; sleep dep-

_ rivation; isolation; and stand-

ing for long periods-in ‘posit-
jons of acute discomfort in

corrugated iron "oven” huts -

under thesun. -

The report quotes a banned
Church circular which.contains
advice on what to do if tortur-
ed or threatened with torture.
its South African authors have
already been questioned by
the Security Police, and their
only hope for protection is that
they were _ignorant of the
report’s publication in Britain.

Foreign .
Owen sexpressed his horror

" Intarnational-

‘Secretary ~David

them, -
At a press conference,
Anglican =~ Bishop Richard

Wood said there was avidence

~ of torture going back 10 1972.

“‘In every case where people
are brought up by the police
on charges that affect either
the political situation or the
security situation, ~you In-
variably find that at some time
or other they are brutalised by
thelr interrogators.”’

% "Torture: a cancer In our
Soclety” Is availlable, price
50p, from the Catholic instit-
ute for International Relations,
;‘ ‘(’:vambrldgo Terrace, London

1. :

AN INCENTIVE TO AXE

being veted out in January 1977, -

The Cowley

the - Implementation of  this
-gcheme. Any section that is laid
sf:— without ‘pay-because of ‘this

---3aal should refuse- to -return to
work without being guaranteed
fulllay-off pay.

py Body and Asnmﬁly -
plants have voted to fight against

~ the application of ‘industrial

LEYLAND workers will be
voting soon on the company’s
new incentive scheme, suppos-
ed to be part of the ‘corporate
bargaining’ package accepted
last year.

The scheme is so bad that not
only senior stewards, but even
right wing officials like Terry

* Duffy, say it should be rejected.
But, instead of fighting the
scheme, the union leaders have

just washed their hands of it.
They have proposed no fight for .

an alternative method of getting

pay rises, and they have not so -
- far organised any

cam
against the scheme. peien
. T!ms there is a serious danger
of the scheme being sccepted.
‘The scheme is: conditional on
the company having freedom for

engineering techiiques and
results’; that Is, théy will have
the right — on péper, at least —
to impose new. lay-outs, to cut

.manning levels, and to Impose -

speed-up, without having to get

- the management,
- gatiation or consultation. The

prior union agreement.

The current ‘compromise’
proposal is to rgn the incentive
scheme for a six-
month trial period. But six
months will be quite - long
enough to introduce serious job
cuts and speed-up — which will
continue afterwards whether

_ the incentives continue or not}

The company says the bonus
¢could be up to £8 per week’’.
But the deal would leave it in
the hands of management to re-
duce or cut off bonus payments
more or less at will.

The bonus will be calculated
on the basis of production norms
set. out in - the management
‘business plan’ — decided by
without ne-

scheme can- be. withdrawn at
any time if management say It

Is causing -industrial action or
quality problems, or is ‘being

So if Leyland workers decide

the bonuses are not being paid 4

" rupted for amy

- week’

Al

[0 Broadsi

. Workers' Theatre has pro- -

- duced a new programme of
song, ‘sketches, readings,

poetry and slides on the

anti-apartheid struggle; it
will be available during and
after the week of action,
and Broadside can be con-
tacted at 58 Holbein House,
Holbein Place, London
SW1 [450 6992 or 730 5396]

[0 There are also dozens
of local meetings and pick-
ets of Barclays Bank.

"JOBS

out fairly, and strike Ili$pt§télt,
_then they lose the money any-

way! . -
In addition, the scheme is

plant-based so that one track

 falling short can lose the bonus

for everyone. Bonus will be

stopped H production is inter- -
reasons at all:

breakdowns, epidemics, short-
ages of supplies, or e /
strikes. ' :

- .. .The money is to be cal-
culated menthly: there is s ‘bad
adjustment, - but

would not -cover a bad

or to deal with surplus man-

power situations’. T
- JIM DENHAM

03 There will be pickets
| \ :

T




t?llford( an; ANI. leaﬂet argued

ional’ Front:

- : thirties, there is the

4.. hgprupectofaNaﬂp '-
. 'galning  significant . supp‘t?!ﬂ
" in Britain”. Thé aim of the

ANL was to ‘‘unite all those
who the growth of the
Nazis in Britain, irrespective
of eother political differ-
ences’’. A ‘large number of

- ‘names’, from film stars to

...~ football managers and in-
- cluding about 40 MPs; have

statement,

ndorg;ed . this

that**We mnow :are on  the

Ahreshold of- org,mlslng a
*« mass . campaign

against . the
Nazis, and the eyes of the

. movement are on each and

every one of us”’.
| Y

When it comes to action

against the Front, however,

the big-name sponsors of the
ANL — with the exception,
in liford, of Peter Hain — are

action at all; and meanwhile
it commits the revolutionar-
fes of the SWP to limit their
propaganda to what is
accep
or even to act as a mouth-
piece for the liberals, as Paul

Holborrow has -done over

McNee’s ban on marches..
According to Neil Kinnock

MP, speaking at the found- -

ing press conference of the
ANL, it is ‘““an alternative to
street-ﬂghting” As the anti-
fascist struggle develops,
the ANL and the SWP are
‘ omg to- face a dilemma.

. Either the SWP goes .along
with — and Justxﬁes, and
-gives: ‘tevolutionary’ credib-
- ility. to —_ the line of the

fiberals: no confrontations,
leave it to the police. Or the

" SWP dontinues -the battle

to drive the Nazis off the
streets — and risks explod-
ing the delicately-balanced
unity of the ANL.

In practice the ANL oper-
ates in a highly sectarian
fashron It has arbltranly

/ “For  the first
time since Mosley in the

nowhere to be seen. The foot
- soldiers ' are - the-SWP and
‘people drawn inby the SWP

. Front’s ,
is for the ‘repatriation’ of

blacks. — the
League has nothmg to'sayon -

‘professors
and the phywrlgbts to no-

table to the liberals,

excluded important sections

of the labour movement,
such as the Communist Party
and the non-SWP revolut- -
ionary left. SWP- members
—=where they ‘have ' ‘prev-
;;,:mtxisiy ‘been active -+~ ‘have:

emstmg umted

organisations in competition
with existing united-front
committees.

It is true that large quant-
ities of anti-NF leaflets are
being produced and distrib-
uted through the ANL. But
does this ANL propaganda
really cover the central pol-
itical problems?

Unfortunately not. While

‘Merlyn . Rees is blandly - -
- admittmg tha.t the immigrat-
“jon laws are there to keep
_blacks out of Britain; while

and while the Nation
main - rallymg-cry

Anti-Nazi
the-  immigration - controls

issue,. other -than factual
replies to some NF lies.

- From th:s pomt of v:ew,
o ’the ANL has as’often as not -
" had a‘harmful: and divisive .
« effect. on - anti-fascist - work.
For all their public pretest-- -
“ations to the ‘contrary, the
- SWP are using the ANL to
. establish . their. own front

This ‘1s- the same sort of,;

liberal . anti-fascist - propag- .

: anda whlch ofﬁcml Labour_

: attackmg the ‘capltahst syst-"
em’ that -breeds them. It
.attacks the effects - without

* attacking the cause.

Revolutionaries
strive for a umted front with
all tendencies in the labour
‘movement -—
Zionists, even. people - who
support immigration controls
— when it-is a matter of de-
finite practical action against

- the fascists: a demonstrat-
ion, a picket, arrangements.
. to protect a meeting or picket

line. But we must have our
own _.clear.. revolutionary

answers xplanations, .and .
--alone action to labour move-

fascism and the

racism,. n:

ployment,- “and- the capital-

ist system itself.
‘March

But the ANL is the opposite.

* The SWP march under the

" should

Stalinists,

fascism~ ex- .-

g ‘
ism, unem- - whnch they ‘united’ with all

tely, strlke '
together’ is the traditional
slogan of the united fromt. .

Holborrow on the grounds
that Holborrow was speaking

~ on behalf of the ANL, not "

the SWP. In other words,

.they advise us: when yoti’

hear a SWP member speak-
ing, take care.. He may be
" ‘talking dangerous nonsense.

"It all depends what ‘hat’ he

is wearing!

" This sort of double-think

belongs better with the Stal-
inists than with a would-be
revolutionary orgamsatlon,
And indeed the ANL is
very similar to a tactic used
by the Communist Parties
in the early 1930s.

_ Then, the CPs (like the
SWP today) preferred go-it-

-ment unity againsf; the fasc
: ide th

- 'manner of ‘anti-fascist’ pro-
fessors, novelists, pacifists,
- and other celebrities. -
Those Congresses led to
no real united action; they
merely weakened the anti-
fascist struggle by leading

| Commiittee demohstr-”-
ation, Saturday 11th

12.30pm, Chapei St; -« . -
- {off. Dudley Rd, Raﬂy
14.15pm.. .

ANTI-RACIST

March. Assemble

- $WP  member,

_*‘“The Anti-Nazi League shows

how, without in any way dilut-
ing our politics, we can be the

initiating centre .and driving .- |
force of one kind of broader

movement’’ — Socialist Work-
ers Party Central Committee
rasolution, 11 January 1978.

‘“The ban [on all political
marches in London for two

-months] was imposed because
_of the growing strength of the -
_ anti-fascists ‘and there Is no

doubt that it is a. victory”
— ‘Paul - Holborrow, leading
speaking as
secretary of
League to ‘Socialist Worker’,
4 March 1978.

‘““Many anti-fascists weicom-

ed the police ban that stopped
the Natlonal Front march in

Iford.. This is understand-
able but wrong’’ — - ‘Socialist

* Worker® editorial, 4 March
1978.

.the Anti-Nazi .

'THE NATIONAL FRONT |
|S A NAZI FRONT‘

activists to think that the
showy array -of liberal in-

* tellectuals was a real bul-

wark against the Nazis.

The ANL’s results will not - '

be so immediately tragic
as-in the ’30s: the fascists
are much weaker -now than
then. But, on the other hand

a little item: in
Worker’ on 17 December.
‘“One Labour MP, Maurice
Orbach, -has withdrawn his
name from the list of spons-.
ors of the newly-formed

Anti-Nazi League. He gave
‘a8 his main reason the in-.
-volvement in the Anti-Nazl

League of Peter Hain, whom
he accused of supporting
Palestinfan and anti-Zionlst
causes’’,

The SWP is* certamly
more = strongly anti-Zionist,

“than Peter Hain (and rightly

so). Either Mr- h was
not aware of the’ SWP:s in-
volvement in the “ANL, or
he did not know the SWP’s
attitude on Zionism. In any

. case the ANL will-be very
" 'shaky Indeed if there are

many other sponsors like
"Mr Orbach.

And at the next Lewisham-
type clash there will be
trouble with the sponsors
who have signed up only
because they think the. ANL
is a way to curb the milit-
ant anti-fascists.

The fascists are beginn-

_ing to shape up as a real

threat to Labour Party activ-
ists, Labour Party meet-
ings, and Labour Party
votes. That opens opport-
unities for anti-fascist united
fronts. on a much wider
scale than previously.

The ANL can make a

.- positive contribution only if . . |
it drops its present appzaach SRS
“Instead it could useits-array.
of sponsors to set up a nat: - -

. tonal - o
. Tascist’ “activists, -at which" . -
. & democratic coordmatmg'-‘
“committee for joint action

conference of - anti--

could be elected, leaving the
different tendencies taking
part with the right to organ-
ise their own activities and
propaganda in addition.

JAMES RYAN

'AFTER HEARING vlctlmlud
shop steward Alan Thornett
describe the TGWU hureau-
crats’ witch-hunt against him

" and elght other Cowley mii-

itants, Rover Sollhuli stewards
have voted full support to the
defence campaign.

The TGWU regional offic-

. “lals’® verdict is expected soon.
Meanwhile. plans  are going’
ahead fora defence committes

to be'based on Tqu branch-

es and stewards’ commmoos
And Alan Thornett’s section
in the Cowley works has de-

" clared that it will *“not toler-

ate any Interference with Alan
Thornett’s shop - steward’s
card or his membership of lho
union’’.”

‘SoclaII" Worker’, in its
last issue, has finally-come out

against tha witch-hunt. But:

is still

the “‘Morning Star’
5/908

tlhnt in TGWU

manch, in-, Birmlnghnm,» a
resolution ln'support of the
Cowley militants was rulad ans
of order on the Initiative of

Jack Jones, a former member

of the Longbridge Works .
Committee, while CPers in_
the branch sat silent. :

OO \,.

A JUDGE decided in the High
Court last Thursday March 2nd

Cowley defence gets under way

which is now in liquidation.

that £22,500 damages should be
nwuded against the publishers
~._...n.l,..l» — becsg - th~
pamphlet “had accused EETPU
General Secretary Frank

- Chapple of gagging criticism
* within the unfon.

“] am in-
dignant for Mr. Chapple”’, said
Judge Lymbery.

The pamphlet, titled  “The
Ugly Face of Chapple’s Union’’,
was published by SW Litho Ltd.,

Mr. Chapple’s regime in the

WETPU includes pot -~ the
punitive prosecution of left-wing
critics, but also the suspension

of several branches: the Cardiff
and West London Supply
branches were suspe Just

before the Rules Revision Con-

ference last year,"
- Swindon branch has been sus-

pended for two years.

and the
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The ANL is an h more.
- fragile. One sign of this was
“‘Socialist -
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CP - abject

‘War, the. Communist  Party has - .
- - been-one of the strongest parties-
- in-France._ With over six hundred

thousand members; it has in

. fact been the only mass-member-

ship party. Generally it has got

about 20% of the votes; opinion

SP - a

THE SOCIALIST PARTY was the
first mass party of the working
class in France, before the First
World War. All its main leaders
supported the War, but after-
wards the Party swang sharply, to
the left, and in 1920 the majority
voted to affiliate to the Commun-
ist Inteérnational and change the
pPirty’s name to the Communist

arty. ) B .
Only a rump of about 30,000

. members carried on under the

name of the Socialist Party. But
mainly through the disastrous
Stalinist policies of the CP, the SP
had recovered sufficiently by 1936
to become the governing party at

.. the head of the Popular Front.
... ‘At the beginning of World War
.. Two.the majority of the SP parl-

lanientary deputies voted first to

.. expel the CP depaties from the
. ‘Assembly, then to  grant full

_powersito the Nazi stooge Petain
Wheit the labour movement re-
vived after World “War Twe; the
= was-clearly very much weaker

sk the w class than the CP. - }
"+ ioatits base in the trade unlons,

" -became more and more a

siely parliamentary bourgeols

¥ ‘was flercely anti-

z«ﬂ’ty- .
~ Communist; it was behind the [
Suez expedition, ~supported .

France’s war in Algeria and

- backed de Gaulle. ~
- By the late 1960s its member-

'ship was down to .60,000, and
about two-thirds of those were
local councillors or officials. In the
1969 presidential election It
reached its lowest ebb; its cand-

" idate had just 5% of the vote.

" At that polzt Francois Mitter-
andl, a veteran bourgeois politic-

jan who “had never previously -

%

proved its respectability, yet it
still feels unsafe with the CPin a
way it does not:fegl about the Soc-

dramatic
recovery

- It has openly disavowed the dict-
- atorship of the proletariat and

Mitterand

" claimed to be a Socialist, took the

party in hand. Revived and re-

- organised, the SP is now In elect-

oral ferms the strongest party in
France.

It has expanded its member-
ship and regained some trade

" union links, but it still remains

much more middle class In its

‘composition than the CP.

e USSR

- 5  canse for suspic

" ion for the bourgeoisie, which still
does not understand how capital-
ism was destroyed in Eastern

Europe_ after World War Two.

still has militants who believe that
the party leaders’ careful moder-
ation is all for show, and that the

CP will take up arms against the’

bourgeoisie when the day comes.

- After being one of the world’s -
most nro-Moscow parties in_the:

1950s and early ’60s, since 1968

the French.CP has become one of

the - ~most = "Eurocommunist"
parties. It - has given . official
backing to campaigns in support
of dissidents in Eastern Europe.

said. it is ready to work within
NATO. I is in favour of France
having nuclear weapons.

In 1972 the CP made an alliance

.. with the Socialist Party and the

- Left Radicals — the 'Union of the

. - Left'. Last year the CP broke up
- the -alliance, and there were all

sorts .of theories about the CP

moving. back to a more left wing, .

or more Moscow-linked, line.
The fact-that the CP has mean-

while been quite ready ‘to-ally..
, with' a small group of left Gaull-

ists should -dermolish those theor-
ies! The real explanation for the
CP’s about-turn is less dramatic.

" Since 1972 the Union of the Left

has brought tremendous gains 1o .
the Socialist Party — and 'very

few 10 the CP. The CP wants-to
redress the balance.”

So far the CP has refused to"

make its usual commitment to

-withdraw less . favourably-placed

CP candidates in favour of the SP
ot ine secoiu rowne Of VOURE.

. After the first round, on March
12th, there will be frantic wheel-
ing-dealing. _

The CP will demand that a lot
of Socialists stand down, in return

“ for CP: candidates withdrawing

where Socialists are clearly in the
lead. In that way the CP hopes to
make sure of getting enough
parliamentary seats to make it
impossible for Mitterand to form
a government without CP min-
isters.

And at rank and file level the CP - . -

OVER THE LAST thirty years,

Labour and Social-Democratic -
parties have becomeé normal -

governing parties in many
advanced capitalist countries.
But since - 1947 there have
been no government places
for the Communist Parties

on March 19th.

unless it has an.alliance

[with the minor exceptions
Finland and Iceland].

That wasn’t because the
ministers in: France andl/k
in 1944-47 had done anyth
too radical. On the contrs
in France they backed:
Gaulle, in Italy they supipos

ON SUNDAY March 12th the first round of the Fren
general-election will take place. According to opini
polls, the Left — Communist Party and Socialist Par
- — has a 51-45 lead over the ruling Right wing allianc
But the final outcome of the elction may depend on 4
parties’ manoeuvring before the second round of 'votis

Under French election law, a candidate is elected
the first round only if he or she gets over 50% 6f 4
votes. Otherwise the candidates with less than 12%-
of the votes are eliminated and there is a second roum

Generally the second round is a run-off between #
best-placed candidates of Right and Left, with ali:
less successful candidates on either side steppi
down. This means that it is practically.impossible
any party in France to gain much strength in

| COLIN FOSTER. describes .

L elect]

THERE WILL BE over 700 revo-
lutionary candidates In the
French elections. The Trotsky-
ists of Lutte Ouvriére are putt-
ing up candidates in all 470 con-
stituencies of mainland France;
the Ligue Communiste Révolut-
ionnaire, another Trotskyist
current, has organised a joint
slate “of 250 candidates with:
two smaller revolutionary org-
anisations, the OCT and th
CCA. :

. LO’s election posters say:

/7 #Vote. against the right... but
. deén’t ‘give .a blank cheque to
" Mitterand ‘or Marchais... Vote

LO... You will be voting for the

left, -while warning Mitterand
and ‘Marchiais that you don’t
accept thelr sell-outs... Elect
LO candidates. They will be a
different sort of left-wing
deputy... We will be able to -
hear the voice of rank and file
workers resounding in Pailia-
ment...” - o

The LCR’s posters have. a
different emphasis: ‘“‘Down with
Giscard, Barre, Chirac and all
the right wing - candidstes... -
In the second round, let’s put
all our votes behind the best-

_placed workers’ candidate. But

in the first round, vote against
division, against any form ov,f

austerity... vote for your &
mands, for workers’ unity, ife
a government at the service ¢
the workers... vote for the eahs
idates - of the Ligue Commu
iste Révolutiennaire...” '

. The revolutignaries shouldi’
able to get-a sizeable share ¢
the vote: In 1969 Alain Krivin

of the Ligue Communiste (fort
‘runner of the LCR) got 1.1% i

the votes in the presidenth
elections. In the 1973 genen
election the LCR and LO s

_candidates-in:263 constituencie

and got 2.1% of the vote) Phet

_ were two revolutionary candi

ates — one from the LCR, os
from LO — In-the 1974 presld
entlal election,. and  Tetwed
them they got 2.7% of the veta
* And in the mumicipsl cleé

" lons of March 1977, jeint 11

LO-OCT slates gof 5.5% of ith
votes in over 30 cities.
The other candidates outsid
the main rlih:-wln alnd' Tt
wing blocs whe are likely to|
a sigeable vote are the ?;aog
ists’, camp against it
destruction and pollution of t

_environment by the irrespon

ible and unplanned use of ‘tec!
nology. It'is gencrally reckons
that most of the ‘ecologh

votes will go to the left in ¢
second round. BRI .




the monarchy.
But by 1947 the bourgeoisie
reckoned the CP had done its

- job in re-establishing bourg-

. eois state authority on stable
. foundations after world war
. 2. Spurred.on by the cold war,
.-the bosses gave the Stalinist
~ ministers their cards.

.~ There. will soon, probably,
«-be. ~ ‘Communist’  ministers
again. As the French general

election approaches, a new
government is being formed in:

- Italy which will include some
. pro-CP ‘technicians’ in return
i for. the open support of CP
votes in Parliament.

- The. ‘Communists’ will be
the ministries because the
“workers have been on the
“streets. Since _1968 the tradit-

“ional right-wing parties have

B
" a few reckoned that their best

Americans . and the. British.

Gaulle. -

workers bore the brunt of the

but it was de Gauile who took

and British d’rovo the Germans
out of France, he took power. at
the head of ‘& government,
cluding Communist Party min-
Isters.

The  CP — with the slogan
- *One Army, One State, One

.:France. In January 1946 de

Gatille resigned as President,

" saying the government was too

teft wing, and In- April 1947

he launched
- ment du Peuple Frangais. .

As mass strike movements,

swept France in 1947, and the
cold war got underway, the RPF
becarhe:: 'a* menacing semi-
faseist movement, with 16,000

Jn: s ‘armed dotachments.

lafist” Minister of the Interlor,

;i-’RANcE DOES NOT have ‘a "
_strong-party of the Right like
-. - the Tories in. Britain or the
-, Christian Democracy in italy or
Germany. Apart from the Gaull-

than a party — there is a chaot-
ic' mosaic of splinter parties.
Most of them are not really
parties at-all, in the British
sense, but just associations of

.-careerists. The President, .
-Giscard -d’'Estaing, leads .a

. small -group called the Parti

. Républicain. The Prime Minist-
&+ -er, Raymond Barre, belongs to
: no party. Jean-Jacques Servan-
the Radical

Schreiber leads

"~ ‘thance of being on the winning. -
‘side was -to line up with the

Their leader was General de -

-Communist and other radical
Resistance struggle in France,
the credit. When the Americans ;

. -People’ — helped de Gaulle re- -
{ construct: the bourgeois state in -

the Rassembie- .

involving thres million workers;

#f. decined.only after the ‘Soc- |
o ‘Jtﬂu Moch had shown that he

Parfy,
changing varlety of other smalil

ists.— who are more a Mafia

...the moment;
parliamentary and  municipal

been increasingly unable to
rule the roost alone. More and
more  the ° bourgeoisie - is

comlng to think that ‘Com- .

munist’ ministers mlght be
better able to extract ‘sacri-

fices’ from the workers than

the traditional
politicians.

Scenting their chances, the
CP leaders have spared no
effort to make  -themselves
more respectable. They have
played down their links with
the USSR and stressed their
loyalty to - the ‘democratic’
(capitalist) state.

So what will happen if there

right-wing

- are CP ministers in France or

Italy? Despite the scare-stor-
ies of the more bone-headed
or excitable right-wing polit-
icians, there will be no dram-

atic move to dlspossess the

3 *
&

Churac

could effectively beat down the:

“workers’ struggle through the

ro?lular forces of the army and
oli¢

P tn the 18508 de Gaulle with-
drew from. politics — untll the
height of the - Aigerian war
crisls. In 1958 he selzed power
through a coup d'état. With de
Gaulle in power, from 1958 to
1869, there was for the first

and there is an ever-

republican ‘demo-
‘reformist’ and gaullist’

‘centrist’,.
cratic’,
groups

In Britain, top politicians

“switch between policies and

between the right, centre and
left wings of the major parties
according to the convenience-of
in. France, they
switch parties in the same way.

& &
The - possibility of

conflict between the Prime Min-
ister and the President is one

that the present. French constit-

ution- does not really allow for;

FE

" fersndum In Agrn 1969, he re-
aigned - as

political .

bourgeoisie! It is still possible,
however, ' ‘that- the " bosses
could face ‘some unpleasant

. surprises. ;
In France over the last year

or so; workers have $oft-pedal-
led on strikes and wage de-
mands, waiting to see whether
the Left will come to power. If
the Left does win, then the
waiting period will be over —
and an explosion of strikes

and factory occupations like

after . the left-wing . election
victory of 1936 could result.
The reyolutionary left is
far “stronger in France now
than it was in 1936. ‘“‘You
have to.know how to end a
strike’’,” "said CP . leader

- Maurice Thorez in 1936. This

time round the CP ‘leaders
may find they don’t know how _
to end the strikes.

" The Mty ovonls

" ‘marked the end for de Ganllo.

After being defoated in & re--

resident. His
successor, - Georges. Pompldou,
was not able to keep Parila-
ment under his thumb in: the
same way that de Gaulle had.

The Gaulllst party began to
fall r In 1974 Giscard
d’Esta ng, a non-Gaullist, was
elected President, dcloatlng the
Gaullist clndldlto “Chaban-
Deimas. Jacques'™Chirac, a
leading Gaullist, supported ..
Giscard and bocamo his prime
minister.

In April 1876, Chlrac, scent-

ing a chance to establish Mm- -

self as a candidate for:

In 1981, did an about-turn. He
roslgnod .as prime minister and
then launched - a revamped

+Gaullist: party, the Rassemble-.: s

ment du Peuple Frangals.

While remaining part of the ..

Parliamentary majogity, Chir-
ac’s supporters denounce the
- Giscard-Barre
‘being too ‘soft’ towards the
‘collectivism’ of the CP and SP.
in many constituencies the RPR

government for-..

is presenting candidates against:. '

tho other right-wing pnrtlu

but Giscard has sawd that ne “will

continue as President if the Left
wins. Mitterand . and the CP -

- say they are willing to work with.

‘Giscard.

The CP’s biggest fear is that
once Mitterand has got a strong
parliamentary position, he will -

do a deal with Giscard and a .
non-Gaullist.

section .of the
right, forming a “centre-left’
coalition which will leave the
CP out in the cold again. The
Left Radicals — a splinter from
the . party currently led by
Servan-Schreiber — are a ready
closely aligned  with . the SP,”
and formed part of the 1972
Union of the Left.

Seowtas

‘ion per year. Castro put_ paid to
h . :

. newr succeeded in doing.

- among the anti-Castro Cubal exil
. against the Kennedy regime for :ts ’

THE BULLET

THAT CAME

BACK

[

by.a gang of Cuban counter-revolut-
ionaries who were working with both
the CIA and the Mafia on-a project

-t kill Cuban leader Fidel Castro.
* .Thisis part of the picture | which is
now emerging from new inwestig-
- ations of the Kennedy assassination.
The .invasion of Cuba by US- .

controlled Cuban exiles in April
1961 ended in their being routed by
the Cuban armed forces. It heavily
discredited the US government, at

the same time as demonstrating '
that the Castro regime had the .

suppert of the mass of the Cuban
people.

In the missile crisis of October
1962 the US had to pay for a Russnm

- ‘agreement to withdraw atomic miss-
“iles from Cuba with a binding

commitment not to invade Cuba. In-
stead the CIA made plans to assass-

~inate Fidel Castro.

Links were established with the

" Mafia which had been kicked out of
. Cuba by the revolutionaries.

' Havana had been perhaps the
world's leadmg centre of gambling,

_ptostitution, and more or less openly.
- -.organised gangsterismy, with dictat-
_ .ot Batista a’ greedy participant.
" Mafia receipts in Havana alone are

said to have amounted to $100 mill-

t.

WO inside Cubs; and
the CTA tecmned the Mafia to help

reach - Castro- - which it

-By. 1963 .feelings row: ver:y>

inability to ‘deal with’ Castro. Some
of them began to.talk about the need
to ‘elimindte - the . Communist in

- Washington’ — that is, Jobs F
- Kensedy — as a first step to settling

with the Cuban people asd the .

.- Castro leadership.

In November 1963 (he weapon‘

which the US state was aiming at the
Cuban revolution ,ack-knlfed \and

“killed Kennedy.

*é

- .- The Warren Commnsslon, set up

by the US Congress to investigate
the assassination - of Kennedy,

.. reported ten months after. Kenn-
" edy’s death that he had been killed

by Lee Harvey Oswald acting'alone.
In the aftermath of Watergate and
with the intelligence agencies and

the FBI being subjected to a flood-
< fight-of public scrutiny, it has be-

come obvious that the Warren Com-
mission ‘investigation was- incom-
plete, and did not get at the:truth.
Polls report 80% of Amencans as
now not believing it.

Evidence ‘has come to hght of
collusion and conspiracy by the FBI
nnd CIA to mislead the Commission.

“For extnpk., ithe canversation in
which there ‘was “tafk’ of ‘getting’
the ‘communist in Washington® was

, recorded by a US government agent,
but is only now reported. The CIA -
5 plots to kill Castro were not reveals

ed. Nor
of assassin Lee Harvey Oswald
with Cuban exiles and the CIA. :

Oswald has been seen as a lone
crank, of leftist sympadm:s He
‘defected’ to the USSR.in the late
*$0s after a period as'a US Marine,
then came back to the USA, where
he was an activist in the ‘Fair
Play for Cuba’ Committee, a bona
fide Cuba defence group, which
included Trotskyists in its ranks.

In fact, Oswald.is mow revealed

as an ‘intelligence operative’ work-

ing with the CIA. For example, he
distributed leaflets for the Fair
Play for Cuba committee in New
Orleaiis. The address rubber-stamp-
ed on the bottom was ‘‘544 Camp
Street, New Orleans’ — ‘the ad-
dress from which 'the anti-Castro

. Cubans (and, it is now known, the

ClA)operated .
Facts- about Oswald, and hls
CIA, the

connections with the

U.S. PRESIDENT John F. Kennedy
‘was. assassinated in November 1963

" by- Jack.

_trade union bureaucrats met. It is

~ destroyed.

‘Panorama’, 6th
March, on the
Kennedy
assasmnatmn.

Mafn, and the' Cubsn counter- ,,‘
revolutionaries, - have ‘been sup-
pressed by the CIA for fifteen years.
Two. days after }-&n F Kennedy
was shot, Oswald was himself shot-
Ruby _at “a: Dallns /police
station; Ruby, whe d:e&fmmfcnw
five years:later, in prison, said ‘he
killed Oswald on.impulse and had
had no prevwns colmecuon with
hlm - £
In fact Ruby was the owner of a - }
!
|

[P ORI UPEES: IS

Dallns strip club and had Ion{snnd-
ing Mafia connections in Cuba and
_elsewhere. None of this came out
in - the investigations after
Kennedy's death. .

Perhaps the most intriguing new
‘angle’ concerns the powerful Team-
sters. Union, then led by Jimmy
Hoffa. Hoffa disappeared two years
ago and is presumed murdered.

The Teamsters Union was in the
forefront of the drive to create gen-

" eral unions in the 1930s. Then the -

union was purged with the help of
the US government (which jailed
the Trotskyist leadership of the
union in Minneapolis, together
with the leaders or the Trotskyist
Socialist Workers’ Party, during

world war 2), and became infested

with gangsters.

In the '50s the Kennedy ‘brothers
‘‘made a name’’ for themselves
attacking organised ' crime., They .~ ;
started a vendetta against Jimmy . HE
Hoffa. Reports are new circulating
that Hoffa and.sections of the Mafia
wanted to retaliate to stop - the
Kennedys in their drive - lgmnst

- Hoffa and the Mafia.

The Mafia  was* tﬁe éommon
ground. on whi¢ch US: government

- intelligence -agencies, counter-rev-

olutionary Cubans, and = corrupt

not clear that Johg F Kennedy him=.;, - "
self knew of the connéctions or
‘the.plan to assassinate Fidel Castro. "

were the connectﬁn&.»,‘l’i{ ».ﬁxs brother Robert, Attorney Gen-

erdl at the time, did kaow — it " -
-seenms. Hekeptsilent. = - R

e o

. The Amncn nlmgv ddt.rs ET

. gugstem’u ‘i

ready discredited it bmﬂy Now # a

' bas decided that the best it cam do is o '

to confess thr ~imeoc and blunders
of some of its agents, and pronnse
to change its ways. '
A new US Senate Committee is s
re-examining the Kennedy assassin-
ation, behind closed doors. Despite
the .massive blows to -their cred-, <

* ibility, the 'CIA and FBI are sdill - TH

refusing to ‘come clean’.-Many of
the files they produce are still heavi-
ly censored and the Pentagon says
that its file-on Oswald has ‘been

The committee is expec(ed o
report some time in 1979.
Frank Higgins




o th
‘e has kicked me in the
tried to strangle me and taken
me by the shoulders and bang-
od my-head against the floor.

“‘During my marriage . of
nearly four years | have re-
- g#ived -constant bruises all
over my body, this has been
more so during pregnancy’’. _
. An isolated incident with a
smadman? Not so. Most” men

not insane. Ner is it a matter-
of isolated incidents. - :
It isadifficult to estimate the
numbers ‘of batterings, as
many go unreported. The ones
that:hit the headlines are only
thetip of the iceberg. -
- The Welsh Office estimated
. that there might be as ‘many.
‘a8 5000 -battered ~wives “in-
Walés;  the Citizens’: Advice
Bureau received 25,000 en-
quiries in 1973 with regard to
battering, and said that num-
bers were definitely on the
“increase. o :
~ Although there are battered
wives and children in all social

number are working class.

In Jean Renvoize’'s book
““Web of Violence: a study of
family violence’’ (Routledge

and Kegan Paul, £4.95), she

Action 93 on the Penguin dispute,
he is perfectly correct .to criticise
the ASTMS leadership. What I deny
_is the allegation that either the major-
ity of my committee or myself were
party to any form of sell out.

_ I was not consulted concerning the
withdrawal of sanctions, nor was I
involved in the setting up of the in-
formal discussions.
formed ] argued bitterly against them.
4 finally went to the meetings to try-to
prevent a sell-out (having arranged to
meet James Ryan afterwards to keep
him informed) due to the certainty
that if a group meeting had been
called the talks would have gone
on with the blessing of the member-

to the talks at a stage where salvage

wrac nan-itt

. After two talks nothing had been
achieved, I had brought most of the
committee - and even one of the
Action Committee (one of three
responsible for calling off sanctions)
round to my way of thinking. A
group meeting was called and  three
recommendations from the committee
. put to the membership.

1. Total rejection of offer - g
2. Reinstatement of industrial action

. PAGE 8

ribs and broken. then; he has

who batter their wives are -

classes, by far the greatest

' InJames Ryan's article in Workers’ ‘

en I was in-

ship, effectively destroying opposition_

- finds that feelings of lack of

seif-esteem, inadequacy and

-depression are common feat-

ures among men and women
who batter their wives:  or

" children.

Many of the batterers and
battered come from violent
backgrounds themselves and
marry to escape their terrible
surroundings. Pregnant wo-
men are particularly prone to
assault by husbands who have

lacked . affection in- childhood
_and become violently jealous

of the unborn child.

The book gives an Interest-
ing Insight into what some
women expect from.a man and
what they regard as ‘normal’.

Discussing . her
one woman remarked that he
was “ideal In. eyery way a
women . could -want
when he was drunk’’.'As Ren-

voize says; i tact this part- - :

icular husband- neglected her,

‘waent out in the evenings with
men triends leaving her alone, -

and was clearly uninterested
in her as a person. His virtues
were that he gave her regular
housekeeping money and saw
that - she . was comfortably
housed and fed’'.

All this is a far cry from the
pictures in glossy magazines

. of heaithy, happy children

and loving couples. For many

thousands of people this is’

3. No. talks to. management until }

they met with the NUJ

I and others argued firmly in favour
of these, but were defeated by another
motion which favoured continuation
of talks .as long as the company
improved it's offer within one week.
" " No talks took place as the company
replied with a statement of ‘no im-
provement’.

At the Group meeting which
followed the committee recommend-

" ations for reinstatement of Industrigl

Action was carried by a tiny majority.
Due to constitutional reasons the vote
had to be retaken a couple of days
later. At this meeting the committee
recommeéndations was heavily . re-

“jected in favour of an absurd motion

which gives the company every-
thing it wants but demands some
items of secondary importance.

James Ryan is perfectly aware of
the facts and knows that I have done
all in my power to recover the sit-
uation. 1 was not, nor will I be party
to a sell-out. His allegations seem to
me to be yet another sectarian attack,

‘ unfounded as usual, on the SWP.

Yours fraternally,
: David Davies .
Chairman ASTMS Penguin .

husband,

-ing..conditions . that - on )~
except g .-con ith. - & gl

z m’m

“~know, no ; $...
<{t wasn't & house you couid - -
. feel proud -of, | mean-the entr-

the reality of their lives. Not
only women are the-victims,
but also children.

The Select Committee on
Violence in the Family came to
the conclusion that over 300
children are killed every year
in England and Wales, and
3000 -seriously  injured, by
violence in the family. 400
receive injuries which result
in .chronic brain . .damage,
while a further 40,000 chitdren
suffer mild or moderate
damage. '

Many of the children who
are battered are unwanted,
born only because of difficult-
les in obtaining contraception
or abortion. Many of them are
also born unfit because their.
mothers are under stress.and-
unwell during their pregnancy :

This-is an account of the:lvs,

h’at;‘:.tqeapewim ain

¢ with

ance was -disgusting. There

_were a lot of Kids  there and

it was noisy and ‘dirty. and-
damp. ‘ .
‘| did- my best, | was alway
cleaning my part, but some-
times It made you teel sick
just going through the front
door’’.
No wonder she beat her

. child.

O O Ly
- Before battered wives’ re-
‘fuges were set up, there was
virtually no-escape. The gen-
eral attitude of the GPs was
to play down the situation and

. -diagnose depression.
rin a- samiple’Tof [ battered -
- ‘wives-who. :had: been  injured
. severaly eneughto cause them
'to leave home; 71% had heen
1 -prescribed anti-depressants or
- .tranquiliisers.

. “Renvoize
points out that many of these
medicines can be lethal mix-
ed with aicohol; in some cases'
they were the cause of batter-
ings taking place.

As far as the law and the
police are concerned, ‘‘they
_still feel basically that a wo-
man Is a man's property and
his home is his castle’’. It is
still not recognised that a wo-

‘man can be raped by her

husband. The family is sacred
and it is the permitted arena
for a man to work out His .
frustrations and anxieties.

To get. an “injunction pro-
hibiting her husband from
attacking her, a battered wo-
man has to apply to a county
court or divorce: court. Until
last year eha had +n anply for a
divorce or separation from her
husband before an injunction
could be granted. . N
. Even df she persisted and
succeeded in getting an in-

- junction, the wife was stil.

not safe. Injunctions had to
be served personally on the
husband, which -could take
months. .

Meanwhile the husband

"had ample opportunity to

intimidate and beat his wife.
Only a court balliff had the
power to arrest him.

Since the law was changed
in June 1977, a judge may
-order a copy of the injunction
to be served at the local police
station. |f the husband breaks
the injunctton the police have
the power to arrest him, and
will be able to hold - him for
24 hours. And the injunction
can be got without applying
for divorce or separation at
the same time. )

Still, only a minority of
battered women will be pre-
pared to defy the sacred

" privacy of the family, and to
take the sometimes daunting
- and. difficult path of seeking
“the ‘uncertain merc of the

police and the caurts.

_services  have ‘mean
‘refuges have been -the

assistance. .
- Renvoize blandly-concludes;
however, that *‘There prob-

. |gh¥s cannot be solved by pol-

itical argument or revolution
alone — they are fundamental
to human nature with its di-
versity of talents and abil-
ities’’. In the meantime, ‘‘we
are evolving’’, siowly: :
Yet the book gives. plenty

- of evidence to show that fam-

ily vioience is rooted not in

eternal 'human nature’ but in.. =

poverty and the prison-house
nature of the bourgeois family.
One striking set of figures is
from a survey on depression
among women..

B0 of working-class wo-

men in the area studied (Cam-
berwell) were psychiatricatly

ﬁ'ﬁ‘a"ﬂsd ore ;
‘only 14% of those who were . .. .-

_confidence" to -stand “up  for
themselves. The abolition -of
povar%fflg pertectly

- with- éém,

) first
" things to go, and-it has:proved
~very difficult to get financial

- rat-race society
placed by a society based on

disturbed as compared with
5% of middie-class women’'.

- ‘Farther: ‘*Of the women kept .
- at‘home:by-children who were
"not on intimate terms with

workln%”. : )

Another indication of the

way that = many workln?-

class women are soclal .
“‘battered’’ by . poverty, by Lo
the burden of child-care, and -

by dependence on men, is °
the incidence of Incest.  Al-
though figures-are impossible

" to get, father-daughter incest -
far from rare in some poor

e With thelr chilidren:
and. breadwinner, and. ...
at least It keeps their hus-
band’s infidelity within the
family... (Also) some of them
dislike sex and are glad to be
able to avoid it without driv-
ing the husband into a strange
woman’'sarms’’.

o O

In a compatitive, individual-
istic,  money-dominated soci-
oty, where-:.war-and violence
are endemic, It is no wonder
that there is wife- and thild- ..
battering In such conditions —
and (though less so) in the
more prosperous sections of
society too. Better laws and
better social services are only
minor sops for this problem.

There is a way to fight'tack.
The organisation of a powerful
working class women’s move-
ment would give women the

“'work and child<care, and the .-
- winning- of women’s equal
~ ‘right to  work, would free-

many women, and. children,

“‘from. the ties of homes which

“are in fact prisons. The-ending
of women’s economic -and
legal dependence on men
would lay the basis for free
and equal relations between
the sexes. |f production were
organised, under democratic .
planning, for need, and not’
for maximum profit, then the
-could be. re-

human solidarity. -

All this needs only one
thing: the revolutionary. over-
throw, by the working class,
of the millionaire ruling min-
ority, who make their fortunes -

. on the basis of the misery and ~ . .
. ‘oppression. “of miilions Job

children; women, and.men.. : -

Small ads are free for labour move-
ment events. Paid ads (including
ads for publications) 8p per word,

£5 per column inch — payment in .

advance. Send copy to Evemts, 49
Carnac St, london SE27, to arrive
by Friday for inclusion in the follow
ing week’s paper. k

SATURDAY 11 MARCH. Labour
Abortion- Rights Campaign confer-
ence. 11am, City University, London

SATURDAY 11 MARCH. National

Abortion Campaign Day - Schoel. .

10am to 4.30pm, South Bank Poly
Students’ Union, Rotary Street,
London SEi. Detatis: 485 4333.
SUNDAY 12 MARCH. Conference
against the Speke closure, called
by Liverpool Trades Council. 11am,
Everyman Theatre, Hope St. Open
to delegates from all labour move-
ment organisations.

MONDAY 13 MARCH. Leamington .

ist~ Committee: - film -and
speaker on South Africa. 7.30pm at

the Spa Cenure.

WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH. Rugby
Anti-Apartheid film and speaker.
7:30pm‘ at Lanchester Poly, Rugby
site. ¥

THURSDAY 16 MARCH. Coventry
Aati-Apartheid film and speaker
on South Africa. .7.30pm at Lan-

" chester Polytechnic.

THURSDAY 16-MARCH. ‘All Lon-
don Teachers Against Racism and
Fascism’ rally. 5.45pm at Central
Hall, Westmingter. Adm. 50p.

FRIDAY 17 BIARCH. Coventry
Marxist Forum on the Car Industry.

THE LONDON LABOUR LIBRARY
is a cooperative vesture which aims
to provide specialised imformation
and library facilities to trade umion-
ists. We snvite all individuals and

_organisations in the labour move-

mext to support us. We weed.books,
periadicals [of any age], money and
offers of support. Write to Derek
Perry, London Labour Library;

265a Seven Sisters Rd, Losdon N4. .

eto-




YS: Regions prepare for Conference

" CARDIFF NORTHLPYS recesi-.

* Cardiff
Al for

8 ftw baust redw. |
s ¥iglags cem - P

selected a dele to %o 10 -
arionad Conforencer - 510

may say. Except that-

¢ delegate,  Rob

At that time, in o

; called. for Mpum :
"~ above average dttenda '

_g_mupibé Kad a mqontyattkis -
. meeting, and proceeded, u
Nothing wrong. in that, .you  ‘1 7 no._prior .notice, to-elect.

candidate Paul Tnym to go to

L The: ‘explanation: given .. was

ember the brunck had already % g
elected
McGonigle. - .

_ Rigged .

xbeynmm

vote, it was in fact an anti-
democratic, dishonestly rvigged -
eir - . _enforced "change of mind". :
were in.the main those who-in
Plasnewydd ward of Cardiff

. North voted themselves into all -
six of the ward’s GMC delegates .

=~ “with g narrow majority. Such
‘tln‘e‘iniowofd;m&mcy! .

e‘ !

AT THE LONDON and Scottish
reglonal - Young Socialists con-
ferences, the ‘Militant’ majority’

rejected resolutionson racism and -

fasclsm, apparently just because
they came from -revolutionaries.
At the North-West conference [in
Manchester on-4th March] they
turned-this.approach upside down
“In- London_and -Scotland they -
had - rejected . resolutions sa‘yin?
almost the'same a8 their own'pol-

_icy. In-Manchester they lu:slud '
am sly contradict-

11
in their speech-

- tlear de o

A motion from Liverpool Kirk-
daie YS on the'women’s question

stated categorically that “‘we are '

not concernad with the question
.of women in general’. It demand-
ed no campaigning activity on the
question.

There was an amendment from -

Manchester -Moss Side YS, which
-called for the creatioh of a mass
working- class based women’s

movement, - declared the Y§
should' actively campaign for wo: -
men's rights, and. -opposed ‘the
oppression of ‘women:in general’.

irkdale YS accepted - the

amendment™ = but continued to

/hand on the Walasey YS motion
on raclalism:. The motion calied
for the YS to -initiate and build -

.. argue on the lines of the original
motion!

There was similar. sieight of

- local. anti-faseist -committess, to -

include socialist groups outside - -

voted for it.

bour Party. Alth

On Ireland there-was a palitical
debate; and ‘Militant’: rejected
supfort tor the international Trib-
unal on Britain’s Pressnce In
Ireland. Previously, Iin other
reglons, ‘Militant’ had not come
down one way or another on the
Tribunal. B

Speke no. 2 plant. " . ) _
-7 During the hustings for the new -~ -~
= regional delegate to the YS Nat- - -

“fonal Comimittee, - Workers'
_“Actien supporter Mick Cashman

The two most useful resolutions

- to be passed were the emergency: . - -
motions . from Manchester Moss -
Side and Liverpogl Garston. The .

first supported the campaign- to-
remove James Anderton from his
position in the Greater Manchest-

er police, and the second-called |
- for a campaign -against-the plann-

ed redundancies -at leyland's.

; building 2
campaigning - YS. - H taﬂe*gg for

- ongoing activities: on .unemploy-

ment and . racism. The present
policy of ritual propaganda-éxer-
cises, he said, is .all too often
“marked by the sectarianism which'
demands in advance that all activ-
ity should be based on ‘Militant’'s

‘bold socialist programme’.

The conference, however, elect-
ed ‘Militant’ supporter Reg Side-
botton as the new delegate.

Edinburgh

«We’ve been

Comrades, . :
At the Scottish LPYS Conference

- over the weekend -18/19 February,
comments were made by a support-

. er of the majority Mdlitant grouping -

on the Scottish YS Committee which
we believe have been, and are still
being, - repeated in ' the LPYS
throughout Britain.

These comments suggest that
Edinburgh Central LPYS does not
support the Youth. Campaign Ag-
aingt Unemployment and/or did not
support the national lobby of pari-
iament held by the YCAU late last
year.

We were not allowed the right to
reply to these comments at the
Scottish LPYS Conference, other

than by distributing a leaflet on the

_‘following day rejecting the allegat-

. jons. In order to clear up any mis-
S 0 1 ions our YO is writing
- to Lieft, Militant and your newspaper

- asking you to publish the following

- statément which was-adopted unan-

- imously at our YS meeting on 8th

. -Febtuary, when we knew that these

. rumouss were being circulated:
“It” bas” been brought to tbe

" attention of Edinburgh - Cestral

<. LPYS that certain totally unfonnded
o 'sbtnpuk bave bees made outside

slandered’

of our branch casting doubt on our
support for the YCAU. Our branch
wishes to make the following state-

" ment.

Edinburgh Central LPYS fully
supports the building of the YCAU.
At the time of the National Lobby of
Parliament in the Autumsn of 1977
our branch discussed the question of
our support for the lobby. We resol-
ved umanimously to express our
support for the lobby as ome partic-
ular moment of the YCAU’s ongoing
activity, We bowever decided as a
branch wot to build for the lobby it-

_ self for threé muain reasons —

Our YS branch was relatively -

young and inexperienced and was
%0t at that point mvolved in the
YCAU.

2] None of our members express-

‘ed interest in actually attending the
lobby. By :

53] We felt at that stage that in it-
self the lobby should not be a focal

~ point Jor our activity and-that our

‘emergies would be [and indeed bave

o beex] better directed tovards more

comsistent local -action aimed at
young - unemployed workers within
-the &antext of the YCAU.

- Owur verbal support for the lobby
and our reasons for not taking part

o

in it were made perfectly clear in all
our discussions with comrades from
other LPYSs, both locally and mat-
sonally at that time and after,

. Simce then members of Edinburgbr
Central LPYS and other independ-

ents. have successfully initiated an
active Edinburgh -YCAU with the

distribution of a regular fortwightly’

bulletin "DOLE MOLE" at the dole
queunes [1500 per edition]. We have
invited the other local LPYSs to
take am_equally active part in our
”"3.”"“1 initiative but as yet to little
avail,

We bave every intestion of co-

. ordinating Edinburgh YCAU with

.the National YCAU. In this respect
letters have beem sent om e oc-
casions to Nick Bradley of the YCAU
— on 24th November and 20th Dec-:
ember 1977 and again om 6th Feb-
ruary 1978 — but we bave yet to
recesve areply. ) i

All accusations of onrnon-activity
in the YCAU or uwwillimgness to
caooperate with the Nabionsl camp-
aign are total fabrications; and are
in fact precisely the oppesite of the

truth.”’
RICHARD PAINE
Secretary, Edinburgh Central LPYS

The same people responsible

change all the

Posts- at ‘every other meeting,
. depending on the aumbers pres.. .
oo ent.on any. night. A sure polic
o to'giwarantee nothing gets-domel -

i Tlusofcamewuumm

THE ANNUAL conference: of
the Welsh Region’ of the Lab-
our Par

Fourteen delegates represent-
od only seven of the 21 supp-

osedly: ‘active  YS branches. .

Last  year, attendance was
even thinner.

All - the delégates repres-

“ented the views of the-Militant

grouping; but if all the votes

were a clockwork 14-0, there

was a vocal opposition from
the.40 or 50 visitors who were
given speaking rights.

The motion condefnned the
La Mon bombing and callied

“for a "mass party of fabour” . It
" said the only answer to-sectar-

janism was W nationalise the
eommandingfhei_?hts of the
Ulster economy. That is, they
demanded that the irish work-

ing class set up a Labour Party '

to call on.British imperiallsm
to bring about "socialism” in
Northern ireland! Only oppos-
ing speakers, supporters of
Workers® Actlon, referred to
the border drawn ‘by British
imperialism to cut lreland in
two, or mentioned Orange
sectarianism; only they calléd

for solidarity with all those

fighting imperialism In Brit-
ish-occupied freland.

in the sghoo! that followed
the Conference, Eric Heffer
spoke on "Which Way Fdt-

L
T 0

- The next step for
- British Imperialisi

¥oung Sociailsts was- - the Ttibune line and that of

held in Swansealast weekend.

An emergengcy resolution on -
—ireland was strongly opposed
by the 'visitors’. ;

iff, are any:

rge a

YS: we don’t need amother .

Yes there-is-a- Y5, which meets -
. 5:miles away and is néver seen: -
" on the streets. And now this ¥YS. .
- is organising.« "day of action” in.:
* Llanrumney; .

- evem: con-
M’MW

ward for Labour?”, setting the
scene for’ a quibble between -

Militant, the latter simply add-

ing more monopoiles t0 be -

nationalised. Despite Heffer's
support. for Callaghan’s. anti-
wor inﬂ—class government, he
was stifl *fagoodiad”... -
The cosiness was broken by
Workers’ Actlon -supporters,
who welghed in to indict the _
Labour Government's record
and the {imits of Clause 4 — -
winning a sympathetic hearing
from independents and:.even
some loose Militant support-
ers at the school.. - B
Later on, National Yeuth
Officer “Andy- Bevan- gave a
glowing-account of the LPYS:.

. . According to-him, the ¥S had- -

been first”at Grunwicks, best
af Lewisham; etc — a nauseat-
ing round of gself-admiration in

" which Militant shoulders were -

well dislocated in the effort to
pat themselves on the back.

To proposals for the YS to-
undertake united front work:
with other socialist and tabour
movement groups on racism
and unemployment — to in-
crease effectiveness in pract-
ice while reserving the ability
to fight for distinct ideas —

" Bevan replied by saying that

this was- aiready YS policy and
that this sort of united front
work was only suitable “for
mass parties, such as in Ger-_
many in the early 1830s. . .~

ROB McGONIGLE

send to the address below:

NAME
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to subscribe to Workers Action, complete this form and
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- Militant, if their attempts to .

block Llanrumney YS, the fast- -
est growing in’
thing togo by. - .
- ' Here; ~young- workers-- have

‘built in three 'months what the

Militant failed to build in three -
" years: an active YS bring young
Ppeaple of various-ideas-together . .




" LIVERPOOL Trades Counc-

il is to/call a conference to

plan actien against British
. Leyland’s proposed closure
. of its Speke no.2 plant.

The conference has been
set for March 12th. Despite
the short notice — dictated
by the urgency.of the situ-

ation .-~ maximum attend--

anceis vital. -
‘The decision to call the
conference -was taken -on

Maréh 1st, at a meeting ot'\
about 20 labeur movement

delegates called . by the
Trades Council in conjunét-
ion with the District Labour

Party. . o
* The Leyland bosses are
set on the Speke closure,

and it will only be stopped
by a workers’ occupation of
the plant ba¢ked up by act-
ive solidarity in other

Leyland_factories. Ultimat-

‘eall 3 twe=dhay national -strike. on
March 20th and 21st. Tha propos-
al for the strike came.from the
AUEW. S

- This call for national -strike
action comes. after the Engineer-

ing Employérs’ Federation have -
refused to budge on side-condit- -

ions fortheir new pay-offer.
«Engineering union leaders have
"already accepted the new minim-
-um time rates offered by the EEF:
£57 frem March- 1st, and £60 by
August 1st, for skilled workers. A
similar pro rata offer has been
made for the unskilled workers.
The. CSEU demand was for a
national minimum time “rate of
£70 for skilled and £55 for unskill-
ed workers. Overait the deal will
put only 4%% on the engineering

industry - -wage bili.. Very few

engifeering workers-are paid at
the minimum- _rate, and usually
the national agreement is import-
ant only in relation to caiculating
some holiday and overtime rates.

The disputed EEF- side-condit-

" P

jons are that these new._rates will
not be forced on those EEF mem-
ber firms which are already -pay-
ing -below the old rates, and that
payment will be on the phased

_-basis, but the increases will be
~ paid out only when local settle- -

‘ments are -made. If a-local settle-

* ment is signed before. August
'Kst, then the workers covered by
i

“will have to wait until 1979 for
the new £60 rate to apply to them..

Further, those engineering
firms which have: aiready settied

their focal rates wilt not.have to

__pay the new minimum._time rate
until next year. The CSEU has
accepted  this  last’

already
condition. -

A real fight will need more than
‘the CSEU’s impotent gesture, a
feeble protest against the EEF’s
arrogance after-the union leaders
have given in on most of the im-
portant issues.  Qnly rank and
file mobitisation  for 'a. shorter
working ‘week-and for wage de-
mands well beyond the 10% limit
will force any .worthwhile con-
cessions out of the EEF.

STEPHEN CORBISHLEY

MASSEY FERGUSON Coven-
try have said they will lay off
4,800 workers over Easter
week, . and promise similar
.- lay offs before the end of
April. Indeed, the Easter lay-
off has already been extended
for one extra week for 1,000
workers in the machine shop.
Management say: that the
situation ‘‘is being kept
constantly under review’’.
Massey Ferguson Coventry
- produce 20% of the -firm’s
world farm tractor production.

They also supply 40,000 sets -

of components for assembly
overseas.

Production has been hit
by -the strike of press oper-
ators at GKN Sankey (Tel-

-

- ford), which supplied cabs for

the 500 series ‘Super Tractor’
and a wide range of steel
pressings, but the main reas-
on for the lay-offs is the down-
turn-in world demand.

The effects of
problems will be. felt through-

out the supply industry. Al- .

ready 600 workers in the | Div-
ision. of Sterling Metais (Nun-
eaton), a subsidiary of Birmid
Qualcast, have-been put-on a
three-day week until .at least
1979. . ‘

The effects will also be feit
on wage bargaining in the

Coventry district, since MF
workers are well-known as -

leaders.

Cunity.. 1t is
. . therefore, that the confer-
L Lo ‘*lw' ™ - P35 PR

oe o s ex-

Massey's.

ely an answer to the ruth-

cutting of the car multi-
nationals can only be found
in international workers’
important,

planniiig meeting:

‘save
OUR local jobs’. :

It is an industry-wide -

‘problem, and petty local-
mindedness can only harm
the workers’ fight-back.
But active support from
-the . ‘Merseyside . labour
movement could be crucial

" in giving the Speke workers
“the confidence to fight the
" closure. Delegates from all

labour movement organis-
_ations can get credentials

from the Trades Council,

Victoria St, Liverpool [send
25p]. . The  conference

GEC
defy

"_officials

~.Natlonal officlals
that the 330 men :
“work and allow a madiator to
give a ruling — exacthy: what
the company wanis}. Local
officlals stress the ~uphill
task. R

-~ Denis Adler, TGWUY, warn-
ed “‘if you take.  this.com-
pany on, it's going to be s fong
battie. and you may .end -up

with nothing”’. . Jim~ Griffin, -
- AUEW, said: *“Wé &re all in
an - ‘industrial - -

becauss -of Ga

policy. - The fire )k on
the fight and the #o the
wall after 11 woek .

- The strike has caus-

od 2000 workers to afd oft,

and is now expected to close

all four Coventry' GEC plants.
Meanwhile, on Monday

_[6th], 80 militant GEC strikers |

occupled part of the. Stoke
plant. . - D

workers from re-starting work

after a lay-off.

This action defies a High
Court . injunction to remove

them from the. company
~premises. . However, the in--
junctions were granted

when the strikers occupied the

Stoke computer room and per-
sonnel offices earlier In the- .

strike, and stewards argue
that GEC will have to apply
for. a new Injunction for the
trame shop. R

less exploitation and job-

opens at 11am, at the Ev-’

ot b

" ‘than one 4ay
- ‘fusal to ghch ¢

A COMPLETE victory has

been won at' Nipa Laborat-

ories: Ltd, South. Wales. For

months the company had been

refusing to recognise GMWU

_steward Steve Leharne. Qffic

ial management-union tatks
. got nowhere. ’

SIXTEEN AREAS have . al®
ready taken up the National

Union ‘of Teachers’ call for

sanctions against the employ-

ors’ rejection of the 1978

pay claim of 12%2%.

The .employers stuck rigid-
ly t6 10%, earmarking 1%
to compensate those teachers

(mainly heads) earning over .

£8500.who ‘“*logt’’ their annual’

increments and a £312 lump.
sum under Phase 1 -of .the’
Government's Incomes Poljcy.

Thus the majority of teachers

are being offered 9%..

“The issue. -has: gone to .

arbitration.

“ " The sanctions afe: refusal to’

cotlect or ‘administer “school
meajs - money, withdrawal

. from mid-day. ~ supervision;

refusal to use private vehicles
for . official school  purposes;

. and withdrawal from volunt-

ary out-of-school activities.
- They are not really sanct-
ions-in the true sense, as we

are merely being asked to re- -

fuse = voluntary ‘extra - act---:
_.ivities. And.we gre only asked
“"to'imposé the sanctions — not
- instructed. - - :

he fact that these *

~ Response
Response to th'e‘ sénctlon;/
among classroom teachers is:

realistically cynical. For- a
start, the claim itself is hard-
ly adequate — "12%2% when"
at least 25% is needed to re-

" 'store real pay to what it was at

the time of- the last major
award to teachers, the Hough-

~ton Awardin. 1975, P

The actual difference be-
tween the claim and the-offer
is not all that much — the
difference between a slice of
brown and a slice of white
when what we need is-a leaf.

We should fight to take up

" the sanctions — as the first
~ part_of a campaign_simiar
'~ tothat undertaken by the NUT -

xfordshire;  against  the
cuts: withdrawal of voluntary
work: first;: ,

cover .for absenses - of. more

ingize! - )

NUT - Bxecutive member
Dick North suggested a:sim-
ilar approach, but he was
told by Jim Murphy that this
would ** r;ILu the action
committes, which would be
chasing round all over Eng-
land -and Wales arranging
action everywhere’’(!!) -

Evo.r.r.buany, wn 1oth .May,
the Nipa workers struck: They
returned- to. work. when a

- ‘new management-union meet-

ing was promised — warning

. the bosses. that they would

be out again  if the meet-
ing did not agree to recqgnlse

- But we should argue for the’

. up pressure on the authorities

~current official

‘then- refusal to .

towed by re-
lasm over 30

“ing them If they would be:
" pared to adopt the above tw

THE SANCTIONS are useless
for winning a decent.pay rise,
but they do raise some Im-

-portant “questions about - the

teacher’s job.
Part of the original 1978

" claim which has besen quietly
‘forgotten is that: “‘Teachers

should be entitied to-an agreed

.job - description; . departure
“trom’" which™ could only be
* made with his/her agreement
. :of inan emergency’’. :

Teachers have no such job .
description, which means that
there are .distinct pressures
on them to do ‘voluntary’ extra
work such as- ’< even-
ings.-parent-teacher sssotiat-
ions, open evenings; cargsrs
exhibitions,  school  plays,
clubs, sports activities, etc. :

in ‘view, Irregular extra
id be pald for as
and regular ‘extra

sl “wiitten: Intg
a -teacher’s 'time-tabie and
compensated by extra pu‘r-
aration and:marking time .in

trom’ ‘volunt;
activities.
‘mid-day meals sanction to be

~continued after the ciiim has

been settied, so as to keap
to employ mere ancHiary staff.

A RESOLUTION taing. sub-
mitted to Newham NUT can.
serve as a model for school
NUT groups wanting. -to- take
the fight forward T
‘“We. consgid

sanctions for
winning what is- inany case
an inadequate pay:¢isim: are.
totally insufficient;: and we
urge the Executive’ u
all Assoclations” and
jons who wish to adopt the
following sanctioss: .~ =~ - -
‘e NO . covar: fog. absences
known in-advance;; -
‘‘e No-teaching of classes
over 3onroll. = Ll
““‘We also detitand .x Special
Salaries Conference st the un-
-lon membership;fo- decide on
any offer forthcarsing from the
- Arbitration Panet. . :
“To gauge 'the feeling
this issue, we lnstruct the-
committee to bailot akt

in the area imm:

on

sanctions officially,ln pursuit

. of the 1978 pay claim’’.

IAN HOLLINGWORTH

Leharne. -~ - o -

~The meeting was postpon-
ed because ‘of the blizzards —
but once. it took ‘place, man-
agement caved in completely,
conceding not only recognit-
ion for Leharne but also other

‘ynion demands. - o




